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One Family  -  One for All 
 

One of the highlights that I always look forward to in the 
year is my annual pilgrimage to Spring Harvest.  Fiona and I 
have been attending this spring conference for many years.  
Even before we became a couple Spring Harvest was part 

of our lives.  At one time there was a Scottish Spring Harvest held at the 
Butlins Camp in Ayr but in the past few years we have had to choose between 
the Minehead or Skegness events. 
 

This years theme focused in on Chapter 17 of the Gospel of John and 
encouraged us to think about “Unity” and being “One Family”.  Remarkably 
on the very night before Jesus dies he prays a very specific prayer.  In fact you 
could actually argue that this is Jesus’ beating heart, the real Lord’s Prayer. 
 

My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you 
gave me, that they may be one as we are one; I in them and you in me, so 
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

John 17:20-23 
 

Around the world it feels as though unity is at threat more than ever and 
especially Church Unity.  With fundamentalists and liberals pulling at either 
end of the scale, have we forgotten everything that binds us together?  Are 
we focusing too much on the things that could pull us apart rather than 
seeking the One who unites?  The One who dies, One for All. 
 

Against a backdrop of political instability, nations dividing, bombs exploding 
and tensions rising we need to remember that unity looks like something – 
it’s not an abstract term. It’s an outstretched hand making up for past 
grievances. It’s a group of people sitting in a room forgetting their differences 
and sharing their dreams and purposes. It’s stopping to chat to a homeless 
man, not worried about what others think. It’s asking someone with opposing 
beliefs why they believe what they believe, without immediately wanting to 
deconstruct their worldview or tell them off because they hold to something 
that we deem to be right or wrong. 
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Living in Unity, working as a family is about Baptists, Anglicans, 
Pentecostals, Presbyterians even down to individual congregations and 
churches like St Mary’s and St Leonard’s combining for the common goal of 
bringing the gospel to our communities.  Serving together, supporting one 
another, seeking the common good of the Gospel.   
 

We are one family, brothers and sisters together.  It starts from where we are 
with those we are already linked with.  So let us focus on the One who died 
for us, sacrificed himself for us, and for all of us.  He longs and prays that we 
might know unity, know that we are part of God’s family living in a 
relationship of love with one another and with God, Father, Son and Spirit.  
Why? So that the world might see our witness, our unity, our love and come 
to believe in Jesus. 
 

The Psalmist writes: 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!  
It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe.  
It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.  
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore”  

(Ps. 133:1-3) 
 

I personally long and pray for us, the people of St Mary’s and St Leonard’s 
where we are to make a fresh start, a new commitment, to seek what is good 
and pleasant, to seek God’s blessing being bestowed upon our brothers and 
sisters, upon us as we seek to work and live in unity with one another. 
 

Where do we begin?  Initially I call each of us to prayer and to reflect upon 
the Easter story once again.  At the foot of the cross you will find that we all 
stand on common ground, we are all as equals before Christ’s cross and His 
throne.  We, all of us, are the guilty ones who are loved and set free by the 
One who hangs on the tree.  That is our starting point, to acknowledge that 
we are one, not in our differences, but in the One who loves us and calls us to 
love one another above all things.  So, that in our love for One who loves us 
we come to live in unity and in love for the ones besides us in His name.   
And this is only the beginning!  So let us pray for a unity of Love in Christ. 

 

yours with love and blessings in Christ our Lord 
Peter 



4                                        The Link 

 

Nejebar’s Story  -  Just one of many 
Nejebar fled Afghanistan with her family after the Taliban threatened to kill 

her husband, Noor, who was a teacher. It wasn’t an idle threat - the Taliban 

first blinded, then murdered, another member of their family.  ‘The last days 

and weeks in Afghanistan were the hardest,’ says Noor. ‘When I went to 

work, my heart was beating harder. I didn’t know if my family were going to 

be alive when I got back.’ 
 

Nejebar’s family are stuck in Greece 

When the family arrived at the refugee camp in Greece, they thought they 

would only stay for 10 days. But they’ve been there six months now and 

there’s no end in sight.  The only protection they have against the wind and 

rain is their tent. There’s no school for their children. Five-year-old Sudai, 

their youngest, is ill, but Nejebar and Noor don’t know what’s wrong with 

him because they can’t communicate with the camp’s doctor, who is Greek. 
 

Nejebar’s hope for the future 

Nejebar is the rock at the centre of her family throughout all this 

uncertainty. She has even welcomed Faraidoon and Farzad into the family, 

two brothers who don’t know where their parents are, or if they’re even 

alive.  ‘We still have some hope for our children’s future,’ says Nejebar. ‘We 

only want a peaceful life. We want our children to go to school. The most 

important thing is our children.’ 
 

Christian Aid continues to help many like Nejebar’s family as well as assisting with 

other Emergency Appeals and campaigns.   Find out more at 

www.christianaid.org.uk  
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Christian Aid 

Week 14‑20 May 

2017 
 

We’ve been there for refugees since 1945. We won’t turn our backs now 

 

It’s better to die in a refugee camp than to die in a war. 
To risk your children’s lives in a plastic dinghy. 

And to leave everything you know behind. 
When the alternative is terror, bombs and bullets, 

almost anything is better. 
 

This is the terrible choice facing tens of millions of people worldwide - 

fleeing conflict and disaster, making dangerous journeys in search of safety. 

Christian Aid Week was set up 60 years ago to support our work with 

refugees in Europe following the Second World War.  Let's act again now, to 

help relieve suffering and build a world where everyone has a safe place to 

call home.  You can be part of this week and this movement in many 

different ways.  Please visit www.christianaid.org.uk for more information 

Christian Aid Retiring Collections 
on Sunday’s 14th & 21st of May we will have a retiring collection at both Churches 

and welcome your donations to this years Christian Aid Week Appeal. 

If you are able we also encourage you to give by Gift Aid  
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SPRING HARVEST 2017  -  A reflection from Vicki Clark 
 

My Mum, Alison (Bruce) and her grand-daughter, Megan, and I went to Skegness 
for Spring Harvest 2017. We had hoped to go to Minehead but it was fully booked 
and so, we and the Harris family and their friends, the Morans, had to settle for 
Skegness in Holy Week. 
 

Alison had never driven as far as Lincolnshire before and was a little apprehensive 
but drove brilliantly and our thanks to her.  Skegness in Lincolnshire is on the sea as 
are all Butlins camps and our shared flat was cosy and had everything we wanted 
once we figured out how the shower worked! We were blessed with lovely weather 
– the sun shone for two of the days, and we had only a morning of drizzle. 
 

The theme of the week was Unity and John 17 was chosen as the reading and 
referenced throughout the week. Our mornings started with an all age celebration, 
then the children went to their sessions and the adults chose theirs. There was a 
programme of parallel streams to suit all ages. I personally went to the Bible 
teaching classes and another on healing. I also attended two on how to engage 
children (with my Messy Church hat on). My Mum enjoyed the “Tale of the 
Fishermen” which was a musical of the life of Jesus told through the fishermen 
Peter, Andrew, James and John and a concert by Jonathan Veira who sang both pop 
and Christian songs. But the highlight of every evening was the noisy but amazing 
sessions in the Big Top where we sang our hearts out, listened to inspirational talks 
and shed a few tears too!  as we explored what it means to be in Unity as one family. 
 

The Unity theme can be applied nationally and locally. While we cannot influence 
national leaders on ecumenical matters we can certainly try to have more 
interdenominational activities locally. We used to have ecumenical Lent groups. So 
perhaps we could resurrect these again. Peter will discuss this with the local clergy! 
We can also display unity within our own two churches by listening and accepting 
others’ opinions and not be blinkered and uncompromising with our own. We 
should not bulldoze others into submission.  At times we need to “agree generously 
to disagree” but seek to work together for Christ Jesus and the Gospel. 
 

Unfortunately Alison developed a cold and could not get to many sessions but 
Megan had a ball and wants to live at Skegness! I think the fun fair might have 
something to do with this decision.  Mum has already asked when the next Spring 
harvest is as she wants to book already and so she should as places are going fast. 
We are hoping to take a bigger group next year and I would encourage anyone 
wishing to deepen their faith and have fun to join us if they can. 
 
Vicki Clark  -  A Spring Harvest convert 
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Join the global wave of prayer 
25th May - 4th June 

 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, 
which invites Christians around the world to pray 
between Ascension and Pentecost  25th May to 4th 
June specifically for more people to come to faith but 
also to encourage people to pray.  
 

The call to pray comes from the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and York and 
from what began as a vision for the Church of England in 2016 has now 
grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer for all Christians. 
 

The hope is that: people will commit to pray with God’s world-wide family - 
as a church, individually or as a family.  Church Congregations are 
encouraged to hold prayer events, such as 24-7 prayer, prayer stations and 
prayer walks, across the UK and in other parts of the world.  And we pray 
that people like you will be empowered through prayer by the Holy Spirit, to 
find and receive a new confidence to be witnesses for Jesus Christ, where 
they are and to the ends of the world. 
 

At St Leonard's and St Mary's we plan to use some of the “Prayer and 
Worship” material within our normal Sunday and weekday worship but also 
encourage you to sign up and pledge to pray at: 

 

www.thykingdomcome.global 

 

Confirmation & Reaffirmation Service 

10am Sunday 21st May at St Mary’s 
 

We look forward to welcoming Bishop John on 

Sunday 21st May to lead our worship as we confirm and 
reaffirm our faith together with the Candidates. 

 

After the service there will be a bring and share meal and time of fellowship 

we look forward to seeing you there. 
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The Link book group 
 

The last Link Book Group Meeting was on Friday 31st 
March at Bowman's View when we discussed The Road 
to Little Dribbling by Bill Bryson.   
 

This was an account of his ramblings around the UK and 
which was a rerun or a continuation of the author's 
previous book Notes from a Small Island made twenty 
years ago.  Some of the incidents in this journey around 
Britain were hilarious but there always seemed to be the 

undercurrent of his awkwardness or sarcasm - a very 'grumpy old man' 
when he had imaginary conversations going through his head. 
 

Some of us thought that he rambled around the South and West of England 
and spent too little time in Scotland - as if it were an afterthought.  We all 
enjoyed the book but were much divided over his attitude.   
A good read  . . . but!  And his language was a little indelicate!!! 
 

Our net meeting is on Friday 26th May when we shall gather at The Melville 
Inn @ Dobbies for a meal at 6.30pm.   
 

The next book will be 
Birdcage Walk by Helen Dunmore 

 

It is set around 1792 and Europe is seized by political turmoil and violence.  
Lizzie Fawkes has grown up in radical circles where the French Revolution is 
followed with eager idealism. 
 

But she has recently married John Diner Tredevant, a 
property developer who is heavily invested in Bristol’s 
housing boom, and he has everything to lose from 
social upheaval and the prospect of war.  
 
Please do get in touch if you would like to join with us 
for the meal and book review 
 
John A. Fleming 
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St Leonard’s and St Mary's 

Prayer Diary 

MAY 2017 

We hope you will find this prayer sheet a helpful addition to your own 
prayer life.  You can pull it out from the Magazine if that would help. 

Please also let us know how you use the Prayer Diary and if there is 
anything you would like us to add or change or prayers answered that 

you would like to share. 

Jesus said: 
 

So I tell you to ask and you will receive, search and you will find, 
knock and the door will be opened for you.  Everyone who asks will 
receive, everyone who searches will find, and the door will be 
opened for everyone who knocks, 
 

Luke 11:9-10 (NIV) 
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A prayer to start the day 
Lord, transform all my days with your life-giving spirit.  Amen. 
 

Specific things to pray for this month 
Pray for all who are preparing to be confirmed or affirm their 

faith on May 21
st
 that they will be blessed and enriched as they 

undertake this part of their spiritual journey.  Ask God to bless 

our ongoing adventures of Messy Church, Cafe Church and the 

Footermuff Group.  Ask him to show us how we can use these 

ways of worship to honour him, to grow in spirituality and in the 

ways we reach out into the communities in which we live.   Ask his blessing on our 

regular Sunday worship. 

 

Pray that we will be encouraged to proclaim with joy the good news of the kingdom of 

God, that we will be strengthened to respond lovingly to the needs of others, that we 

will be inspired to do all that is necessary to transform injustices and that we will be 

lead to defend the natural world created by God. Do not be afraid, trusting that God 

will be by your side as you carry out the tasks he has called you to do. 

 

Pray for Governments, leaders and all who hold positions of power throughout the 

world.  Ask God to guide and inspire them that they will seek always to act with 

justice, fairness and compassion, dignity and integrity, striving for peace and guided 

by love for all people.  In the run up to the General Election, give thanks that in this 

country we are free to exercise our right to vote without fear of persecution or 

coercion.  Pray that the campaign will be conducted with respect towards all 

participants and in a spirit of truthfulness and good temper. 

 
A prayer for peace 
Give us, Lord God, a vision of our world as your love would 

make it:  a world where the weak are protected, and none go 

hungry or poor; a world where the benefits of civilised life are 

shared, and everyone can enjoy them;  a world where different 

ethnic groups, nations and cultures live in tolerance and mutual respect;  a world 

where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love; And give us the 

inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

'Standing Orders' – things you may want to pray for and/or give thanks for all 
the time 
 

Peter, Jennie, Elizabeth and Bill and all that they do for us.  Also for their families.  

Jacqui and all others currently training for ordination.  Ask God to continue to bless 

and encourage them.  Members of the Vestries.  Your family, friends, work colleagues 

and neighbours and also St Leonard's and St Mary's church family and all the groups 
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associated with our two churches.  Give thanks for the folk who 

carry out so many tasks in our churches – cleaning, flower-

arranging, hosting coffee mornings, running and provisioning 

the baking stall.  Also all who help each Sunday  - musicians, 

readers, intercessors, sidesfolk, servers,  making refreshment  

For all of us to grow in faith and service. 

 

Pray for those who are to be married or baptised at this time 

and their families. 

The work of Scripture Union locally.  Young folk and all who 

work with them, in education or other places. 

 

Those you know who have short or long term illness or disability.  Those whom you 

know about to undergo surgery and all who are recovering from illness or surgical 

procedures.  Those members of our church family who are not able to join with 

regular Sunday worship. 

 

Older people discouraged by their increasing frailty.  Those who are anxious.  The 

lonely and the bereaved.   

All who are struggling with mental illness, battling addictions or incurable illnesses.  

Those in great pain. 

Those coming to the end of their earthly lives.  

All who are suffering persecution, exploitation and abuse.   

All who are finding life tough just now, including all who are facing major changes in 

their circumstances and all who are struggling with personal relationships that they 

may find resolution and healing 

 

Pray that as you seek forgiveness for your own sins, God will 

help you to forgive those who have sinned against you. 

Pray that the fruits of the Holy Spirit will grow within us: 

gentleness, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness and self-control. 

 

Ask God to nourish your relationship with him, and to show you  how you can work for 

his kingdom and how you can grow in faith and the way you honour him in every 

aspect of your life. 

 

David and Shelley Stokes, our mission partners in 

Argentina. All who are being persecuted for their beliefs and 

stance for human rights, especially our brothers and sisters 

in Christ who face death for following Jesus..  
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 Prayers Answered 
 

Give thanks for prayers answered and for all the good things that have happened 
for you, your family, friends and neighbours. 
 

This space is for you to write your own prayers and concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come,  
Your will be done 

On earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, 
the power 

and the glory 
are yours, 

Now and forever. 
 

Amen 
 

Please remember that you can add your prayer requests to  
the Prayer Diary at St Mary's or add them to the Prayer Tree at St Leonard's.   

Please also update us on answered prayer as we believe God is at work through us. 
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St Mary’s Pens 

As part of St Mary’s ongoing fundraising we have purchased 
some pens like the ones in the picture. This click action pen 
features a 2-in-1 pen/stylus design. The Stylus Paragon Pen has 
a unique rubber coated barrel and stunning chrome accents.  
The Pens are available to buy in a selection of colours with black 
ink for £1.50 from the back of church or from members of the 
fundraising group (Mitch, David, Mary or Fiona). 

Join with us for coffee 
and catch up with friends 

at Coffee at Mary’s meeting on the 
First Saturday of each Month. 

 

 
Next Coffee Dates is the 6th May and 

includes a homebaking stall. 

Fundraising Baking stall 
at the Pitcairn Centre Bonnyrigg 

 

Here are the next dates for the bake stall 
 

Thursday 4th May and 1st June 
 

If you want to know more or are available to help please speak to Fiona. 
Fiona Harris 

An invitation to a Spring Harvest 2018 Information Evening 
 

Planning ahead for next years Spring Harvest we warmly welcome all who 
are interested in finding out more to meet with us on 

Sun 28th May at 7.30pm in the Rectory  

Spring Harvest 2018  - are you brave enough! 



14                                        The Link 

 

Lectionary Readings February & March 
The lectionary list is provided for all of us to read  in 
advance of each Sunday and also to reflect on as we 
come to our times of fellowship and worship.  Those 
reading within the service are encouraged to arrive 
early enough to read through the passage and make 
sure the Bible markers are at the right page.  We thank 

you for taking on this duty and for being part of the worship we offer. 

May 7th 4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2: 42-47, John 10: 1-10 

 
May 14th 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7: 55-60, John 14: 1-14 
 

May 21st Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31,  John 14: 15-21 

 
May 28th Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14, John 17: 1-11 
 

June 4th Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21, John 7: 37-39 

 
June 11th Trinity Sunday  

Genesis 1:1  - Chpt2:3,   Matthew 28:16-20 
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St Mary’s 9.30am Sunday Rota 

Sunday Sidespersons Coffee Flowers Cleaning 

7th May 
O: Peter 
C: S Blamire 
R: L McEwan 
I: R Donald 
M: E Stewart 

Phil Blamire 
John Fleming 

Betty Tinley 
Pat Willis 

N Grieve 
Noreen & 

David Grieve 

14th May 
O: L McEwan 
C: J Fleming 
R: K Donald 
I: P Willis 
M: N & D 
Grieve 

Noreen & 
David Grieve 

Pat Elliot 
Cheryl 
Prior 

N Grieve 
Noreen & 

David 
Grieve 

21st May 
Confirmation 
Service 10am 

Kathleen & 
Robin Donald 

Barbara & 
Nigel 

Hallworth 

Kathleen 
Donald 

Noreen & 
David Grieve 

28th May 
O: A MacKay 
C: S Blamire 
R: M McPhail 
I: J Fleming 
M: E 
Thomson 

Andrew Watt 
Cheryl Prior 

Mary 
McPhail 

John 
Fleming 

Kathleen 
Donald 

Noreen & 
David 
Grieve 

4th June 
O: R Donald 
C: S Blamire 
R: P Willis 
I: K Donald 
M: E Stewart 

Mary McPhail 
Anne MacKay 

Betty Tinley 
Pat Willis 

Iris 
Toulouse 

John Fleming 

O = Officiant, C = Chalice, R = Reader, I = Intercessions & M = Music 
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St Leonard’s  11:15am Sunday Rota 

Sunday Sidespersons Coffee Flowers Cleaning 

7th May 
O: V Clark 
C: V Scott 
R: I Bolan 
I: V Clark 
M: E Stewart 

J Forsyth 
N Fyffe 

J Mellon 

D Reid 

J Connor 

V Ferry R Simpson 

14th May 
O: V Scott 
C: T Mooney 
R: F Harris 
I: C Todd 
M: E Thomson 

A Cunningham 
N Whannell 

R Simpson 

A Mckenzie 

B Polouse 

L King 
P & I 

Nicolson 

21st May   L King A Bruce 

28th May 
O: A Bruce 
C: V Clark 
R: Sunday Club 
I: V Clark 
M: Peter/David 

M Hall 
D Reid 

N Whannell 
A 

Cunningham 
Soup: 

A McKenzie 

P 
Johnson 

T & J 
Mooney 

4th June 
O: V Clark 
C: T Mooney 
R: Mary J 
I: N Stewart 
M: E Stewart 

J Shannon 
J Strong 

C Todd 

A Bruce 

A Thomson 

P 
Johnson 

M Kurian 
B Poulose 

O = Officiant, C = Chalice, R = Reader, I = Intercessions & M = Music 

Confirmation 

Joint service at St 
Mary’s 10:00am 
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Rector   Reverend Peter Harris  663 7000 

Assistant Priest Reverend Elizabeth Jones 440 2602 

   Reverend Jennie Godfrey 660 6145 

   Reverend Bill Elliot  663 1369 

   Reverend Mike Jones  440 2602 
 

  St Leonard’s    St Mary’s 
Rector’s Martin Johnson   Robin Donald  
Warden 01875 320458   663 1821 
People’s Ian Nicolson   Anne Mackay  
Warden 283 2204   663 5008 
 
 

Secretary John Mellon 6638796 Andrew Watt 663 3197 
Treasurer Tom Mooney 663 0889 Nigel Hallworth 663 4580 
Lay Rep Vicki Clark 660 6681 David Grieve 663 4817 

Sacristan     John Fleming 660 2336 
 
 

Flowers Ruth Simpson 663 2242 Pat Willis   531 9876 
Coffee  Jean Mellon 6638796 Sue Blamire 663 0678 
Cleaning Joy Mooney 663 0889  
Fair Trade Joy Mooney 663 0889 Phil Blamire 663 0678 
 
 

Sunday Club  Martin Johnson  01875 320458 
Tuesday Club  Wendy McMillan 663 8767 
For Housebound Mary Foreman  660 1307 
 

House Groups  Reflections  663 1209 
   Mondays  663 3197 
   Tuesdays  660 6681 
 

Church Magazine 
Editors   Fiona Harris 
Distribution  Dorothy Walter  654 2951 
 

Hall/Keys  Rosemary Garrod 663 2476 
Hall Bookings  John Mellon  663 8796 
St Mary’s Caretaker  John Fleming   660 2336 
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Where to find us 

Items for inclusion in the June edition of The Link  should be passed 
to Fiona by Sunday 21st May for consideration. 

St Leonard’s Church 

Dobbies Rd Lasswade & Bonnyrigg  

Sunday at 11.15am 

with Children’s Sunday Club 

www.stleonardslasswade.org.uk  

St Mary ‘s Church 

The church in the park  

Dalkeith Country Park High St, Dalkeith 

Sunday 9.30am 

www.stmarysdalkeith.org.uk 

More Information and Enquiries: 

For more information about each of the churches we invite you to visit the 
websites of each church, you can also find us on  

facebook under “St Leonard’s & St Mary’s”  

or to contact the Church Office on 
 

 0131 663 7000  or  email  revpharris@googlemail.com 
 

Both Churches are registered with the Scottish Charity Register as 
St Leonard’s Episcopal Church: Lasswade SC014151 

St Mary’s Episcopal Church: Dalkeith  SC001677 

Editor’s Note 

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or 
the Churches.  Please note anyone submitting an article for inclusion within this 
magazine should ensure that the content is suitable for a church publication? 
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Saturday 13th May  12 noon-4pm 
Craft Stalls, Tombola, Home baking, Books, 

Refreshments, Toys, Games, & BBQ 

St Leonard’s Church 
Dobbies Rd, Bonnyrigg & Lasswade 

Messy Mary’s meets from 4pm- 6pm 

on the last Saturday of the Month 

Next Dates May 27th sign up at stmarysdalkeith.org.uk 
  

Messy Lennie’s meets from 4pm - 6pm 

on the last Wednesday of the Month  

Next Dates May 31st sign up at stleonardslasswade.org.uk 
 

or phone the Church Office 0131 663 7000 
 

Look Out for a Messy BBQ Fun in June 


