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The call in action

Dear friends,
These are strange days. As in many countries, there is a sense here
that life has been put on hold by the government restrictions to slow
the spread of coronavirus. There are no known cases in Juarez as we
write, but it is not far away. The road outside our house is unusually
quiet, as everything is closed except food shops. The present
restrictions are in force till the end of March, but the government will
probably need to continue with them for the foreseeable future.
Attitudes and reactions to present events
Clear and decisive leadership was shown by Alberto Fernandez,
the new president, in imposing restrictions on travel and public
meetings. People here are at times wary of government edicts –
especially those coming from a central government that has a very
limited understanding of what life is like so far from the centre.
The level of compliance in Juarez has been surprisingly high. There
seems to be general acceptance in the Wichi communities. Church
services have stopped, and people are being encouraged to meet
to pray at home with their families. Some were initially quite wary
of government edicts prohibiting church services. There have been
inevitable problems: the supply of meat for Juarez depends on the
movement of animals from the surrounding area, which has been
restricted. In many Wichi communities people still depend partly
on fish from the river and honey from the forest. Some local police
have been making this difficult, and some Wichi feel the rules are
applied unevenly to them and to criollos. This is a real challenge for
local partners Mateo and Crisanto, who inevitably need to act as
intermediaries between their culture and the dominant surrounding
culture. Do pray for them!
The criollo church in Juarez has formed a WhatsApp group. Many
have joined the group who are not regular members
of the congregation, and the level of participation
for the virtual services has been good. Pastor Narciso
and others have shown excellent leadership in
recording messages and answering requests for
prayer. Most of what has been shared on the group
has been positive, though there have been some
rather dubious messages forwarded – either with
inaccurate information, or saying that God will
protect his people if they have faith, whatever
they do or don’t do! Please pray for this group and
for the other churches trying to find ways to stay
connected.
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AMARE and our local hospital
On 7 March, the day before International
Women’s Day, 12 AMARE members from the four
Anglican churches here went to the hospital (with
prior approval from the head of the hospital).
Almost everyone in the 10 wards wanted prayer,
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and we handed out nappies for newborns and a few other
little gifts. People here want company more than privacy,
so visiting is unlimited. Family members take care of all
the personal care needed. Serious cases are sent on to
larger hospitals in Lomitas (two hours away) and Formosa
(six hours away). There are some very dedicated doctors
and nurses, and generally care is reasonably good, if
limited. How they will respond to COVID-19 cases remains
to be seen, but it will be very difficult! Do pray for those
responsible for healthcare here.
Retreat for Wichi leaders in Batería (Battery)
In mid-February Oliva Torres, a Wichi lay leader,
arranged the first ever retreat for church leaders in
his zone. He and his team chose a quiet community for
the venue, and prepared and cleared shaded areas in the
surrounding scrub forest for small groups to gather for input
and prayer. On the first evening he explained the purpose of
the retreat: to seek God, and gave a short meditation. The
following morning people went on their own into the forest
to pray and listen to God. Then we were arranged into groups,
each led by a different pastor or bishop, for our time together
in the clearings in the forest. People really appreciated the
opportunity for listening to God, for communion as well as
reconnecting with creation. The meals were prepared by
family members of the local lay leader, a gentle man called
Epifanio (Epiphany!). Thank God for this new initiative.
Plans on hold
In March, the Argentine Bible Society helped run another
workshop for potential translators for the Bermejo Wichi New
Testament. The intention is to hold several more workshops in
neighbouring zones before taking decisions about the team
of (probably six) translators. They also came to prepare for
a recording project for the existing Wichi version of the New
Testament in Potrillo. The day after these visits came the news
of the government restrictions on movement, so both these
projects are on hold. It is not yet clear whether the annual
training courses in Juarez in May or Misión La Paz in June will
be able to go ahead. Pray for the Lord to open up the way for
what he wants to happen this year, and for good decisions
about what events to suspend! May we all be open to learn the
lessons the Lord wants to teach us during these exceptional
times.
This comes with thanks for your prayers for us and our
love and prayers for those of you facing especially difficult
situations. Please stay in touch!
David and Shelley
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to rejoicing by giving to CMS at churchmissionsociety.org/lent
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