
Weekly Worship and News from St Leonard’s and St Mary’s 

Sunday 14th January  The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

We have found the Messiah, 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, 

and about whom the prophets also wrote,  
He is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph! 

Nazareth! Can anything good come from there? 
 

“Come and see”  



Preparing for the Season of Lent 

It may be a few weeks away yet however preparations have begun for this 

years Season of Lent and we invite you all to be involved as we repent and 

seek God’s transforming love to renew and refresh us as we prepare for to 

celebrate Easter. 
 

Lent begins on Wednesday 14th February 

with two services of Ash Wednesday Services 

St Leonard’s at 10am and then at St Mary’s at 7.30pm. 

 

Lent Study Groups and Study Guide 

God has given us his Son, Jesus Christ, the greatest gift of 

all time. Through the Bible, we discover that he also gives 

each of us a special gift. Our growing relationship with God 

involves finding out what our gift is and using it in every 

circumstance God places us in. For through our special 

gifts, God blesses others through us. 
 

This warm-hearted five-session course, draws on the skills Olivia Amartey 

learnt as a senior leader in the NHS. This was God's training ground for her. 

Despite facing numerous crises, Olivia found herself developing flexibility, 

wisdom and the grace to maintain a sense of fun amid the topsy-turviness of 

life.  Now she invites us to embrace the adventure we are all on with Christ, 

as we look, in turn, at: The generosity of God; Discovering our gift and 

responding; Being with Jesus and becoming fruitful; When things go wrong, 

and ways of staying on track; and It's all good - how God changes everything. 
 

You can study on your own or join one of our Study Groups meeting on a 

Monday and Tuesday Evening.  Please sign up today to receive a Study 

booklet and let us know if you are interested in joining one of the groups.   

It is also planned that the Sundays in Lent will also reflect the study theme of 

the week.  So lets get ready for Lent 2024 



Call to Worship  
 

Come, let us sing unto the Lord 
let us rejoice and be glad 
 

For the Lord is the King above all Kings. 
We worship the Lord our Maker. 
 

For he is our Lord and God 
and we are his people, called to proclaim his praise 
 
 

Hymn  SPEAK, O LORD, AS WE COME TO YOU 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All Your purposes for Your glory. 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility; 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow'r that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us— 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises, 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built  
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 
 



Confession please sit or kneel 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son 
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 

Let us therefore confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 

 

God, who is both power and love, 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

The Collect 
 

Eternal God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
May your people, grounded in faith, hope and love, shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and 
obeyed to the ends of the earth; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
Reading: Psalm 139 v 1-12 
 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 
You know when I sit and when I rise; 
You discern my going out and my lying down; 
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 



If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
and the light become night around me,” 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
 

Hymn SEARCH ME, O GOD, AND KNOW MY HEART TODAY; 
Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts, I pray. 
See if there be some wicked way in me; 
Cleanse me from ev'ry sin and set me free. 
 

I praise thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin; 
Fulfil thy Word, and make me pure within. 
Fill me with fire where once I burned with shame; 
Grant my desire to magnify thy name. 
 

Lord, take my life and make it wholly thine; 
Fill my poor heart with thy great love divine. 
Take all my will, my passion, self, and pride; 
I now surrender; Lord, in me abide. 
 

O Holy Ghost, revival comes from you 
send a revival, start the work in me. 
Thy word declares Thou will supply our needs 
for blessing now, O Lord, I humbly plead. 
 
 

The Gospel Reading:  John 1 v43-51 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord according to John 
Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 

Jesus left for Galilee and finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 
 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  “Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there?” Nathanael asked.  “Come and see,” said Philip. 
 



When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is 
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  “How do you know me?” 
Nathanael asked.  Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
 

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
king of Israel.”  Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you 
under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.”  He then 
added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Intercessions for today 
 
 

The Peace 
  

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
 And also with you 

 
Let us share his peace 
 

Hymn BEHOLD THE LAMB WHO BEARS OUR SINS AWAY,  
Slain for us, - and we remember the promise made 
that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the king 
 
The body of our saviour Jesus Christ,  
torn for you, - eat and remember; the wounds that heal, 
the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of love around the table of the king 
 



The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,  
shed for you,  drink and remember, He drained death’s cup 
that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the king 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise, to respond 
and to remember, our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
as His body here on earth 
As we share in His suffering, we proclaim Christ will come again 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the table of the King 
 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us present our offerings to the Lord 
God of love and giver of all good things, 
we pray that you would accept these gifts 
and use them for the glory of your name.  Amen 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

  Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. 
  Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being, 
  and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment. 
  Day and night celebrate your glory till time shall be no more. 
 

  In Christ, your only-begotten Son,  
  you have revealed yourself to the world. 
  By the guiding of a star, you made him known to the nations 
  as the son of David and king of Israel; 
  that in following him, we might be led from darkness  
  and into his marvellous light. 
   



  Filled with the Spirit, 
  who descended upon your Son at his Baptism in the Jordan, 
  we who are baptised in his name  
  strive for his heavenly kingdom in whose radiance  
  we are transfigured and the earth is transformed. 
 

  As children of your redeeming purpose 
  we offer you our praise with angels and archangels 
  and the whole company of heaven 
  singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord 
  God of power and might. 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes 
  in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

  Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. 
  In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us. 
  Our hope is built on him  
  in whom you are well pleased. 
  Having been shown to the world as your beloved Son, 
  he proclaimed the good news of your kingdom. 
 

  The blind received their sight,  
  the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed, 
  and the captives set free. 
  At his word, water became wine,  
  the hungry were filled with bread, 
  and the dead were raised. 
 

  Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
  desiring to complete the work 
  for which he came into the world, 
  at supper with his disciples 
  he took bread and offered you thanks. 
  He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 
  “Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.” 
 



  After supper, he took the cup, 
  he offered you thanks, 
  and gave it to them saying:  
  “Drink this, all of you. 
  This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
  it is poured out for you, and for all,  
  that sins may be forgiven. 
  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

  We now obey your Son's command. 
  We recall his blessed passion and death, 
  his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
  and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
  Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
  and with them ourselves, 
  a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

  Hear us, most merciful Father, 
  and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
  and upon this bread and this wine, 
  that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, 
  they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, 
  and we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
  and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

  Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
  to live and work to your praise and glory; 
  may we grow together in unity and love 
  until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage 
  in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and prophets, 
  and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, 
  Lord of all ages, world without end.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of Bread 
 

The living bread is broken for the life of the world 
Lord, unite us in this sign. 



Lord's Prayer 
 

As our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught 
us, we are bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,   
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to come and receive  
 

All are welcome to come and receive communion or a blessing at this time   
 

Thanksgiving and sending out 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious. 
And his mercy endures for ever. 

 

Prayer after communion 
 

 God of glory, as your Son has been revealed to us as the promised 
 saviour, help us of by your Holy Spirit, to proclaim him to the world.  
 For the glory of your kingdom. 
 Amen 
 

Blessing  
 

Christ the Son of God gladden your hearts and minds 
with the good news of his kingdom;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you now and always. 
Amen 
 



Hymn TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands, and let them move  
At the impulse of Thy love;  
Take my feet, and let them be  
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice, and let me sing  
Always, only, for my King;  
Take my lips, and let them be  
Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold,  
Not a mite would I withhold;  
Take my intellect, and use  
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 
 
Take my will, and make it Thine;  
It shall be no longer mine:  
Take my heart, it is Thine own;  
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love; my Lord, I pour  
At Thy feet its treasure store:  
Take myself, and I will be  
Ever, only, all for Thee.  
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord 
 in the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 

Do gather with us for fellowship  
and refreshments served after the service 



We look forward to the start of a new year and a year of Messy 
Activities offering opportunities for family and friends to gather 
and explore some familiar Bible Stories through arts, crafts, song 
and story. Finishing off with a family meal together at no cost. 
 

Last Saturday of each Month from 4pm at St Mary’s.   
 

January 27th  Moses, The Prince of Egypt, 
 

February 24th  Joshua and the Walls of Jericho 
 

March 30th  EASTER Celebrations 
 

Everybody’s Welcome, anyone can come. 
 


