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Fourth Sunday of  Advent  

LOVE 

Love 



Welcome 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

The Third Advent Candle - The Candle for Joy 
 

We celebrate the final week of Advent, 
remembering God’s love which is given to us 
through the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

  The Advents candles are lit 
 

This is how God showed his love to the world:  
He gave his one and only Son, born of Mary, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life.  Amen 

 
HYMN O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL,  

and ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come  
And open wide our heavenly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery.  
  

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might  
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height  
In ancient times didst give the law  
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. 



Confession and Absolution 
 

We turn to a time of confession and absolution: 
 

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem 
they found there was no room. 

 

We confess that in the midst of all our business and anxieties 
we have not made room in our hearts for you. 
Lord have mercy, make room in our hearts for you 
 

We confess that out of fear, prejudice, apathy and a lack of love 
We have not made room in our lives to hear your call to love, 
to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
Christ have mercy, make room in our lives for you 
 

We confess that, that we have forgotten that we have received 
your gift of love and are called to love the world in your name 
Lord have mercy, make room in our loving and giving for you. 
 

Gracious God, forgive us and renew us. 
open our eyes to your presence 
and open our arms out wide to welcome you. 
 

God, who is both power and love,  
forgives us and frees us from our sins,  
he heals and strengthens us by the Holy Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer God of new beginnings, 

you come to us not just in the memorial of a past event, 
but in the possibilities of new beginnings. 
Be born again in our hearts, our homes, our communities. 
 
May our lives make space for your resurrection life. 
May we like Mary and Joseph  
be willing to welcome Christ into our lives, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us 
be people of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in the world today. 
Amen 
 



A reading from   Romans 8 v22-25 
 

We know that all that God created has been groaning. It is in pain, as if 
it were giving birth to a child. The created world continues to groan 
even now.  And that’s not all. We have the Holy Spirit as the promise 
of future blessing.  
 

But we also groan inside ourselves. We do this as we look forward to 
the time when God adopts us as full members of his family. Then he 
will give us everything he has for us. He will raise our bodies and give 
glory to them.   
 

That’s the hope we had when we were saved. But hope that can be 
seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  We 
hope for what we don’t have yet. So we are patient as we wait for it.  

 
Hymn HILLS OF THE NORTH, REJOICE, river and mountain-spring,  

hark to the advent voice; valley and lowland, sing.  
Christ comes in righteousness and love,  
he brings salvation from above.  
 

Isles of the Southern seas, sing to the listening earth,  
carry on every breeze hope of a world's new birth:  
In Christ shall all be made anew,  
his word is sure, his promise true.  
 

Lands of the East, arise, he is your brightest morn,  
greet him with joyous eyes, praise shall his path adorn:  
your seers have longed to know their Lord;  
to you he comes, the final word.  
 

Shores of the utmost West, lands of the setting sun,  
welcome the heavenly guest in whom the dawn has come:  
he brings a never-ending light  
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.  
 

Shout, as you journey home, songs be in every mouth,  
lo, from the North they come, from East and West and South:  
in Jesus all shall find their rest,  
in him the universe be blest 

 



Gospel Readings  Here the Gospel of our Lord according to Luke  
 Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 

Luke 1 v39-56 
 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea’s hill country. 
There she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  
 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she called out, 
“God has blessed you more than other women.  And blessed is the child 
you will have!  But why is God so kind to me?  Why has the mother of my 
Lord come to me?  As soon as I heard the sound of your voice, the baby 
inside me jumped for joy.  You are a woman God has blessed. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!” 

 

Mary said, 
“My soul gives glory to the Lord. 
 My spirit delights in God my Saviour. 
 

He has taken note of me 
 even though I am not considered important. 
 

From now on all people will call me blessed. 
 The Mighty One has done great things for me. His name is holy. 
 

He shows his mercy to those who have respect for him, 
 from parent to child down through the years. 
 

He has done mighty things with his powerful arm. 
  He has scattered those who are proud in their deepest thoughts. 
 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones. 
 But he has lifted up people who are not considered important. 
 

He has filled with good things those who are hungry. 
 But he has sent away empty those who are rich. 
 

He has helped the people of Israel, who serve him. 
 He has always remembered to be kind 
 

to Abraham and his children down through the years. 
 He has done it just as he promised to our people of long ago.” 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 



Advent Reflection 
 

Mary’s "yes" did not end in labour.  Her womb made space for 
Christ—but her whole life also bore witness to him. 
She sang a song of celebration and revolution: 
the proud scattered, the lowly lifted, the hungry filled. 
The womb was not just a container—it was the beginning. 
Mary didn't keep Jesus insider of her— she brought him out into the 
world bringing good news and aching for justice. 
 

Today the body of Christ is still being formed, in the church, in acts 
of compassion, in quiet resistance, in public joy, in acts of healing, 
forgiveness and love.  We too like Mary are to carry Christ out into 
the world with acts of love, mercy and peace.  Are we willing? 
 

Questions to Ponder 
 

1. What part of Mary’s story most speaks to you at this point in 
our Advent journey? 

2. How do we make room for Christ today? 
3. What does it mean for you and the church to “bear Christ” to 

other people? 
4. what part of your life , and your churches life is being called 

into newness or transformation? 
5. Where do you see signs of resurrection hope, peace, joy and 

love around you today? 
 

Journaling through Advent 
We provide this space for you to write or doodle your thoughts and responses  

to the questions and theme of this years Advent. 



Intercessions for Today 
 
Peace For God so loved the world he gave his only Son 

that through his love and sacrifice we would have peace. 
We meet in Christ name 

 Let us share his peace. 
 

Hymn LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and angels gave the sign. 
 
Worship we the Godhead, 
Love Incarnate, Love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 
 
Love shall be our token, 
Love be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and all men, 
Love for plea and gift and sign.  
 

Offering 
 

Let us present our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Yours Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour,  
and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.   
All things come from you, and of your own we give you. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II   Anticipation  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 



Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. 
Dawn and evening celebrate your glory  
till time shall be no more. 

In Christ your Son the life of heaven and earth were joined, 
sealing the promise of a new creation, given, yet still to come. 
 

As children of your redeeming purpose 
who await the coming of your Son,  
we offer you our praise,  
with angels and archangels  
and the whole company of heaven 
singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you,  
most loving Father. 
In Jesus you showed us yourself. 
Our hope is built on him,  
the first, the last, the living one. 
Obedient, even to accepting death,  
he opened the gate of glory 
and calls us now to share the life of heaven. 
 

Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
alight with the vision of a feast 
that heralded a kingdom yet to come. 
 
At supper with his disciples  
he took bread and offered you thanks. 
He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 
“Take, eat. This is my Body: 
it is broken for you.” 
 



After supper,  
he took the cup, he offered you thanks 
and gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink this, all of you.  
This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
it is poured out for you, and for all,  
that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

We now obey your Son’s command.  
We recall his blessed passion and death,  
his glorious resurrection and ascension;  
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

Hear us, most merciful Father,  
and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon this bread and this wine, 
that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, 
they may be the Body and Blood of your Son, 
and we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ’s Body 
to live and work to your praise and glory; 
may we grow together in unity and love 
until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage 
in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets, 
and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, 
Lord of all ages, world without end.   
Amen.  
 

The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine 
 

The living bread is broken for the life of all creation 
Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 



Lord's Prayer 
 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray:  
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread;  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial  
but deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
are yours now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Distribution of Communion 
 

Everyone is invited and welcome to come and receive 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OUT 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious. 
And his mercy endures for ever. 
 

Christ of the manger, Christ of Mary womb, 
Christ of the tomb and of the rising dawn 
be born again in us. 
May our hearts become cribs of compassion, 
may our hands become vessels of peace, 
may our lives become songs of joy 
may we carry you into the world with hope, peace, joy and love. 
 

Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness  
shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 



Hymn O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL,  
Joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
Come and behold Him,  
Born the King of angels; 

 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, Light of light,  
Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
Very God, Begotten, not created: 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
Glory to God In the highest: 

 
Dismissal 

 

Go in peace, go in hope, go in love to serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

Do join us for some light refreshments served after the service. 
 
 

We warmly invite you to our Christmas Services: 
On Christmas Eve Our Family Christingle is at 4pm 

and at 11pm at both churches  
there will be a Watchnight Service 

 
Christmas Day there will be a joint Service  

at 10am in St Leonard’s 
 

then please note on Sunday 28th Dec  
there will be a joint service at St Mary’s 10am 



Do you have a Smart Phone? 

To make an online donation to the ongoing work 

and ministry of the church please scan our 

QRcode and tap the link to our SumUp page 

to make a donation  -  Thank You 


