
A celebration of Hope, Peace, Joy & Love 

Sunday 28th December 



The Welcome 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you 
 
 

We gather today to recall the wonderful story 
of Christ’s incarnation and birth. 
We gather to give thanks and to celebrate 
the gift of Jesus, our Emmanuel 

 
Carol:  ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 

Come and worship 
Christ, the new-born King. 
Come and worship 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant-light: 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great desire of nations, 
Ye have seen His natal star: 
 

Saints, before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord descending 
In His temple shall appear:} 
 

Though an infant now we view him, 
he shall fill his Father's throne, 
gather all the nations to him 
ev'ry one shall then bow down 



Collect for Purity 
 

let us pray together  
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 

So as God draws near to us 
in the birth of Christ our Lord, 
let us draw near to God  
and confess our sin 
with penitence and faith. 
 

Father we acknowledge 
that we have not loved  
as you would have us love. 
We turn to you again 
and ask for your mercy, 
forgive us and renew us  
through Jesus Christ our Lord  
 

The minister declares God’s forgiveness 
 

God who is both power and love,  
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by His Spirit,  
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 



Ukrainian Kyrie 
 

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison, Christe eleison, Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

 

Gloria Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia 
 

Collect: 
 

We pray together: 
 

Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your 
incarnate Word.  May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth 
in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

A Reading from prophecy of Isaiah 63 v7-9  
 

I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be 
praised, according to all the Lord has done for us, yes, the many good 
things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and many 
kindnesses.  He said, ‘Surely they are my people, children who will be 
true to me’; and so he became their Saviour.  In all their distress he too 
was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them.  In his love 
and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all 
the days of old.  
 

Carol:  UNTO US A BOY IS BORN! THE KING OF ALL CREATION. 
Came he to a world forlorn, The Lord of ev'ry nation. 
 

Cradled in a stall was he with sleepy cows and asses; 
But the very beasts could see that he the world surpasses. 
 

Herod then with fear was filled: "A prince," he said, "in Jewry!" 
And all the little boys he killed at Bethl'hem in his fury. 
 

Now may Mary's son, who came so long ago to love us, 
Lead us all with hearts aflame unto the joys above us. 
 

Alpha and Omega he! now let the organ thunder, 
While the choir with peals of glee shall rend the air asunder. 



Gospel Reading from Matthew 2 v13-23 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew 
Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, 
‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’ 
 

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left 
for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I 
called my son.’ 
 

When Herod realised that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its 
vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi.  Then what was said through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 

A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
    and refusing to be comforted, 
    because they are no more.’ 
 

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are 
dead.’ So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the 
land of Israel.  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having 
been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he 
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
 
 

Give thanks to the Lord  for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord. 

 
 
Sermon 
 



Song  EMMANUEL, Emmanuel, 
We call Your name, Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
We call Your name, Emmanuel.  

 
 
Prayers  
 
 

The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given 
and he shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 

 
Hymn HILLS OF THE NORTH, REJOICE, river and mountain-spring,  

hark to the advent voice; valley and lowland, sing.  
Christ comes in righteousness and love,  
he brings salvation from above.  
 

Isles of the Southern seas, sing to the listening earth,  
carry on every breeze hope of a world's new birth:  
In Christ shall all be made anew,  
his word is sure, his promise true.  
 

Lands of the East, arise, he is your brightest morn,  
greet him with joyous eyes, praise shall his path adorn:  
your seers have longed to know their Lord;  
to you he comes, the final word.  
 

Shores of the utmost West, lands of the setting sun,  
welcome the heavenly guest in whom the dawn has come:  
he brings a never-ending light  
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.  
 

Shout, as you journey home, songs be in every mouth,  
lo, from the North they come, from East and West and South:  
in Jesus all shall find their rest,  
in him the universe be blest 
 



Offertory Let us present our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, 
the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you,  
and of your own we give you. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer for Christmas 
 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.   
Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being,  
and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  
Day and night celebrate your glory till time shall be no more. 
 

In Christ, your Word became flesh, born of the Virgin Mary. 
He emptied himself, taking on our human form,  
that through his incarnation and passion 
we might come to share in his divine nature. 
 

Filled with the Spirit, who at the first Creation  
moved over the face of the waters, and overshadowed the blessed 
Virgin, we await the fulfilment of your new Creation. 
 

As children of your redeeming purpose who celebrate the birth of 
your Son, we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels and the 
whole company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord  
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. 
In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us, 
and lived for a time among us,  
that we might for ever live with you. 
 

Obedient to your calling, he accepted death on the cross. 
When you exalted him on the third day, 
and bestowed on him the name above all names, 
he opened the gate of glory that we might be your children, 
and share in his kingdom of Peace. 

 

Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
desiring to complete the work for which he came into the world, 
at supper with his disciples  
he took bread and offered you thanks. 
He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 
“Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup,  
he offered you thanks, 
and gave it to them saying:  
“Drink this, all of you.  
This is my Blood of the new covenant;  
it is poured out for you, 
and for all, that sins may be forgiven. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

We now obey your Son’s command. 
We recall his blessed passion and death, 
his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts  
and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

Hear us, most merciful Father,  
and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon this bread and this wine,  
that, overshadowed by his life-giving power,  
they may be the Body and Blood of your Son,  
and we may be kindled with the fire of your love  
and be renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 



Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body to 
live and work to your praise and glory;  may we grow together in 
unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our 
heritage in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and 
prophets, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, 
Lord of all ages, world without end.   
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The living bread is broken for the life of the world 
Lord, unite us in this sign. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our saviour taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Communion song 

 
Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us, 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace  
Jesus redeemer of the world  give us your peace,  
Jesus redeemer of the world give us your peace.  



The Distribution of Communion 
 

Everyone is welcomed to receive the gift of bread and wine this evening 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer after communion 
 

God  of truth and joy,  
may we who have received the gift of divine life  
always follow the way of your Son.   
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen 

 
CAROL:  JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD HAS COME; 

Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 
 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns; 
Your sweetest songs employ. 
While fields and streams and hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
The wonders of His love, 
The wonders of His love, 
The wonders, the wonders of His love.  

 
 



The Christmas Blessing 
 

Christ, who by his incarnation  
gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly,  
fill you with his joy and peace;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen  

 
 
The Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
 in the name Christ Amen 

 
 
 
 

We welcome you to stay for a time of fellowship, 
when refreshments will be served at the servery. 

 
 

In memoriam  
 

We continue to prayer for Judy and Sandiann and their families as they 
prepare to give thanks for the lives of Andrew and Ann. 
 
Andrew Strong’s Memorial Service will take place on  
Monday 29th Dec at 11am in St Leonard’s  
followed by a lite lunch in the hall.  All are welcome. 
 
Ann Engh’s Memorial Service will take place on  
Wednesday 31st Dec at 11am in St Mary’s.   
Lunch will be served in the Dalkeith Masonic Lodge 
to which all are invited to attend.  



O u r  M o n t h l y  M e s s y  C h u rc h  

Returns in the New Year on  

the last Saturday of each Month 

4pm to 6pm   -  Everybody’s Welcome 
January 24th,  February 28th,  March 28th, 


