For Christ also suffered

once for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous, to

bring you to God. He was put
to death in the body but

made alive in the Spirit.
-1 Peter 3:18 NIV -
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The Easter acclamation

We meet in the name of the risen Lord:
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Hymn FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:
Christ, our Lord to Thee we raise
This our sacrifice of praise.

For the beauty of each hour

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light:
Christ, our Lord to Thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above;
For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Christ, our Lord to Thee we raise
This our sacrifice of praise.

For each perfect gift of Thine

To our race so freely given,

Graces, human and divine,

Flowers of earth, and buds of heaven:
Christ, our Lord to Thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

Prayer of Confession

Lord Jesus your death and resurrection

release us from the curse of sin and death.

So, hear us as we confess our sin,

and once more seek your mercy and forgiveness.



Lord we confess to you

and to our fellow members in the body of Christ
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do.

We are truly sorry.

Forgive us our sins,

and deliver us from the power of evil.

For the sake of your Son who died for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

God, who is both power and love,

forgive us and free us from our sins,
heals and strengthens us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love

you riches beyond imagination. Pour into our hearts

such love towards you that we, loving you above all things,

may obtain your promises which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Reading from 1 Peter 3 v13-22

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do not fear their
threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of
their slander. For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil.

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God.



He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After
being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned
spirits; to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.

In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this
water symbolises baptism that now saves you also — not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience towards God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven
and is at God’s right hand — with angels, authorities and powers in
submission to him.

Hymn SPEAK, O LORD, AS WE COME TO YOU
To receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,

Holy reverence, true humility;

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

In the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.

Words of pow'r that can never fail

Let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time

That will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built

And the earth is filled with Your glory.



The Gospel John 14.15-21

Alleluia, hear the Good News of our risen Lord
Glory to Christ our Saviour, hallelujah

"If you love me, keep my commands. And | will ask the Father, and he
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for ever —
the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.

Before long, the world will not see me any more, but you will see me.
Because | live, you also will live. On that day you will realise that  am in
my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you. Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show
myself to them.”

At end: give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel
Praise to Christ our Lord.

Sermon

Intercessions

The Peace

As the risen Lord appeared to his disciples and said, Peace be with you.
May The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us share his peace

Hymn BE STILL, FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD,
the Holy One is here;
Come bow before Him now
with reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found,
we stand on holy ground;
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One is here.



Be still, for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around;

He burns with holy fire,

with splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight,

our radiant King of light!

Be still, for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.

Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place;

He comes to cleanse and heal,
to minister His grace.

No work too hard for Him,

in faith receive from Him;

Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.

Offering Let us present our offerings to the Lord.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness,

the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All things come from you, and of your own we give you.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being.
Your power sustains, your love restores, our broken world.
You are unceasingly at work from chaos bringing order
and filling emptiness with life.



Christ, raised from the dead,

proclaims the dawn of hope,

He lives in us that we may walk in light.

Your Spirit is fire in us,

your breath is power

to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love.

As children of your redeeming purpose,
freed by him who burst from the tomb
and opened the gate of life,

we offer you our praise,

with angels and archangels

and the whole company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending glory:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might
Heaven and earth

are full of your glory
Hosanna in the Highest
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the Highest

Praise and thanksgiving be to you,
Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal
life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory.

In the first light of Easter

glory broke from the tomb

and changed the women's sorrow into joy.
From the Garden the mystery dawned
that he whom they had loved and lost

is with us now in every place for ever.

Making himself known in the breaking of the bread,
speaking peace to the fearful disciples,
welcoming weary fishers on the shore,

he renewed the promise of his presence,
and of new birth in the Spirit



Before he was given up to suffering and death,

recalling the night of Israel’s release,

the night in which slaves walked free,

at supper with his disciples he broke the bread,
and gave it to them, saying:

'Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.'

After supper, he took the cup,

he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:

'Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant;
it is poured out for you, and for all,

that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in remembrance of me.

We now obey your Son's command.

We recall his blessed passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension;

and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.

Made one with him, we offer you these gifts

and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.

Hear us, most merciful Father,

and send your Holy Spirit upon us

and upon this bread and this wine,

that they may be to us the body and blood of your redeeming love,
and that we may be kindled with the fire of your love

and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body
to live and work to your praise and glory;

may we grow together in unity and love until at last,

in your new creation, we enter into our heritage

in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets,
and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be to you,
Lord of all ages, world without end.
Amen.



Breaking the Bread

The living bread is broken for the life of the world
Lord, unite us in this sign.

Lord’s Prayer

As Christ has taught us so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion

Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing at this time.
Prayer after Communion

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious
and his mercy endures for ever

God of love, in this eucharist we have heard your truth
and shared in your life. May we always walk in your way,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.

Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will,

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.



Hymn GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
| am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me now and ever more,
Feed me now and ever more.

Open Thou the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through:
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,

Be Thou still my strength and shield,
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side:

Songs of praises, songs of praises,

| will ever give to Thee,

| will ever give to Thee.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!
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thykingdomcome.global

Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites
Christians around the world to pray for the church throughout the world to
grow and be more like the people Jesus calls us to be. To be people who
seek to love, to show mercy and act justly in their daily lives. In essence to
live out the prayer thy kingdom come thy will be done!

Thy Kingdom Come calls the church throughout the world to pray from
Ascension to Pentecost for people to hear the good news of Jesus Christ and
to see his Kingdom grow in numbers and in love for our neighbours.

Every person, household and church are encouraged to pray during the 12
days in their own way. Some might do it privately at home or as part of a
small group. Itis our hope & prayer, that those who have not yet heard the
Good News of Jesus Christ and His love for the world, will hear it for
themselves and respond and follow Him.

Specifically, we invite each and every Christian across the globe to pray that
God's Spirit might work in the lives of 5 people who have not responded with
their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.

This year’s Thy Kingdom Come is all about the presence of God through His
spirit. From the story of Ruth to the story of Gideon, from the story of Elijah
to the story of the early church who waited for the promised Holy Spirit to
come we read about God who is with us and works through us to transform
people and enable his Kingdom to Grow.

To find out more and access resources to help you pray visit

www.thykingdomcome.global



