
St Mary’s & St Leonard ’s 

3rd May 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter  



The Easter acclamation 
 

 We meet in the name of the risen Lord: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

 He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Hymn ALL MY HOPE ON GOD IS FOUNDED; 

he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown,he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God's power, 
hour by hour, is my temple and my tower 
 

God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 
  

Prayer of Confession 
 

Lord Jesus your death and resurrection  
release us from the curse of sin and death. 
So, hear us as we confess our sin,  
and once more seek your mercy and forgiveness. 



Lord we confess to you and to our fellow members in the body of 
Christ that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do. 
We are truly sorry.  Forgive us our sins, 
and deliver us from the power of evil.  
For the sake of your Son who died for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 God, who is both power and love,  
forgive us and free us from our sins, 

 heals and strengthens us by his Spirit,   
 and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ  
is the way, the truth, and the life.   
Give us grace to love one another  
and walk in the way of his commandments,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Reading from 1 Peter 2.2-10 
 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.  As you come to him, the living Stone, rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him, you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

For in Scripture it says:  
‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the 
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’ 
 

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not 
believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected  has become the cornerstone,’  
and, ‘A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall.’  They stumble because they disobey the message – which is 
also what they were destined for. 
 



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
Hymn MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus' name 

 
Christ alone; cornerstone 
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 
Through the storm, He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 

When Darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless stand before the throne. 

  
The Gospel John 14.1-14 
 

 Alleluia, hear the Good News of our risen Lord  
 Glory to Christ our Saviour, hallelujah 
 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I 
have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am.   
 



You know the way to the place where I am going.’  Thomas said , ‘Lord, 
we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’   
 

Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.  If you really know me, you will know 
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.’ 
 

Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ 
Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”?  Don’t you believe that 
I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, 
who is doing his work.  Believe me when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works 
themselves. 
 

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 

 At end: give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel  
 Praise to Christ our Lord. 

 
Sermon 

 
Intercessions 

 
The Peace 
 

 As the risen Lord appeared to his disciples and said, Peace be with you.   
May The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 and also with you. 
 

 Let us share his peace 

 



Hymn LET US BUILD A HOUSE WHERE LOVE CAN DWELL 
And all can safely live 
A place where Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
Rock of faith and vault of grace 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak 
And words are strong and true 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat 
A banquet hall on holy ground 
Where peace and justice meet 
Here the love of God, through Jesus 
Is revealed in time and space 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 

Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 



Offering  Let us present our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,  
the splendour, and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  
All things come from you, and of your own we give you. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

      Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being. 
      Your power sustains, your love restores, our broken world. 
      You are unceasingly at work from chaos bringing order 
      and filling emptiness with life. 
 

      Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope, 
      He lives in us that we may walk in light. 
      Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath is power 
      to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. 
   

As children of your redeeming purpose,  
freed by him who burst from the tomb and opened the gate of life,  
we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels  
and the whole company of heaven, 
singing the hymn of your unending glory: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the Highest 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the Highest 

 



Praise and thanksgiving be to you,  
Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal  
life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory. 

 

      In the first light of Easter glory broke from the tomb 
      and changed the women's sorrow into joy. 
      From the Garden the mystery dawned  

that he whom they had loved and lost  
is with us now in every place for ever. 

 

      Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, 
      speaking peace to the fearful disciples, 
 

      welcoming weary fishers on the shore, 
      he renewed the promise of his presence,  
 and of new birth in the Spirit 
 

      Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
      recalling the night of Israel’s release, 
      the night in which slaves walked free, 
      at supper with his disciples he broke the bread, 
      and gave it to them, saying:  
 'Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.' 
 

 After supper, he took the cup, 
 he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying:  
 'Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
      it is poured out for you, and for all, 
 that sins may be forgiven. 
      Do this in remembrance of me.' 
 

      We now obey your Son's command. 
      We recall his blessed passion and death, 
      his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
      and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
      Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
      and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

      Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
      and upon this bread and this wine, 
 that they may be to us the body and blood of your redeeming love , 
      and that we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
      and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 



 

      Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
      to live and work to your praise and glory; 
      may we grow together in unity and love until at last, 
 in your new creation, we enter into our heritage  
 in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets,  
 and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 
 

      Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory be to you, 
      Lord of all ages, world without end. 
 Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 
 

          The living bread is broken for the life of the world 
           Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

As Christ has taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Distribution of Communion 
 
 

Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing at this time. 



Prayer after Communion 
 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious 
 and his mercy endures for ever 
 

God of love, in this eucharist we have heard your truth 
and shared in your life.  May we always walk in your way, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 
Blessing 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;  
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  

 
Hymn THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation by water and the word; 
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride, 
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 
 
Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, ‘How long?’ 
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 
’Mid toil, and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation of peace forever more; 
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blessed, 
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 



Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.  
 

Dismissal 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 In the name of Christ. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!   Amen! 
 
 

Do join with us for a time of fellowship 
and refreshments at the close of the service 

 
 

V e s t r y  M e e t i n g s  
Your Vestry next meets on the following days. 

 

St Mary’s Sunday 10th May 7pm in the Church 
St Leonard’s Wednesday 13th May 7pm in the Church 

 

Joint Vestry Meeting 
Wednesday 27th May 7pm in St Mary’s  




