
St Mary’s & St Leonard ’s 

17th May 2026 Ascension Celebration  

While Jesus was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven.  

Then they worshipped him 

and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy  



The Welcome 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you.  
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ,  
for over forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts 
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
his bursting from the tomb 
and his defeat of the power of sin and death.  
 

He appeared to his disciples many times  
and told them about the kingdom of God.  
Today we recall his ascension, how he left this earth 
and returned to his Father, 
ascending into heaven to take his throne 
over all dominions and powers. 
 

We gather to praise our risen ascended King 
and crown Him Lord of all. 

 
Hymn ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem,  
and crown Him Lord of all. 
  

Crown Him, ye martyrs of your God, 
who from His altar call; 
Extol Him in whose path ye trod,  
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,  
Ye ransomed of the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
the wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet,  
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 



Let every kindred, every tribe 
on this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown Him Lord of all. 
 

O that, with yonder sacred throng,  
we at His feet may fall, 
Join in the everlasting song,  
and crown Him Lord of all!  

  
Prayer of Confession 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us therefore, confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live a life of love surrendered to his majesty and dominion. 
 

Lord we confess to you  
and to our fellow members in the body of Christ 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do. 
We are truly sorry.   
Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil.  
For the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 God, who is both power and love, forgive us and free us from our sins, 
 heals and strengthens us by his Spirit, 
 and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of 
heaven that he might rule over all things as Lord.   
Keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
bringing the whole of creation to worship at his feet, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 



Reading from Acts 1.1-11 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  
 

After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period 
of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptised 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He said to them: ‘It is not 
for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight.  They were looking intently up into the sky as 
he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside 
them.  ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into 
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’ 

 
Hymn LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH; 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life; 
I’m so glad You came to save us. 
 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, 
My debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, 
From the grave to the sky, 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.  



The Gospel Luke 24.44-52 
 

 Hear the Good News of our risen Lord  
 Glory to Christ our Saviour. 
 

Jesus said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’  Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures.  
 

He told them, ‘This is what is written: the Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high.’ 
 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he left them 
and was taken up into heaven.  Then they worshipped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
 

 give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel  
 Praise to Christ our Lord. 

 
Sermon 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

 

Let us stand and affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  
 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing.  
 

Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in our human likeness. 
 

He humbled himself and was obedient to death,  
even to death upon the cross. 
 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  



Intercessions 

 
The Peace 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia.  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
Hymn KING OF KINGS, MAJESTY, 

God of Heaven living in me, 
Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 
Strong Deliverer, beginning and end. 
All within me falls at Your throne, 
Your Majesty, I can but bow, 
I lay my all before You now. 
In royal robes, I don’t deserve. 
I live to serve Your Majesty. 
 
Earth and heaven worship You, 
Love eternal, faithful and true, 
Who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 
Brought this sinner near to Your throne. 
All within me cries out in praise! 
Your Majesty, I can but bow, 
I lay my all before You now. 
In royal robes, I don’t deserve. 
I live to serve Your Majesty. 
 
 

Offering  
 

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love, heaven is opened,  
by whose mercy, we offer what we have as a sacrifice of praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

      Worship and praise belong to you, 
 Author of all being. 
      Your power sustains, your love restores, 
 our broken world. 
      You are unceasingly at work 
 from chaos bringing order and filling emptiness with life. 
 

      Christ, raised from the dead, 
 proclaims the dawn of hope, 
      He lives in us that we may walk in light. 
      Your Spirit is fire in us,  
 your breath is power 
      to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. 
   

As children of your redeeming purpose,  
freed by him who burst from the tomb  
and opened the gate of life,  
we offer you our praise,  
with angels and archangels  
and the whole company of heaven, 
singing the hymn of your unending glory: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the Highest 
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the Highest 



Praise and thanksgiving be to you,  
Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal  
life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory. 

 

      In the first light of Easter glory broke from the tomb 
      and changed the women's sorrow into joy. 
      From the Garden the mystery dawned  

that he whom they had loved and lost  
is with us now in every place for ever. 

 

      Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, 
      speaking peace to the fearful disciples, 

      welcoming weary fishers on the shore, 
      he renewed the promise of his presence,  
 and of new birth in the Spirit 
 

      Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
      recalling the night of Israel’s release, 
      the night in which slaves walked free, 
      at supper with his disciples  

he broke the bread, 
      and gave it to them, saying:  
 'Take, eat. This is my Body:  

it is broken for you.' 
 

 After supper, he took the cup, 
 he offered you thanks,  

and gave it to them saying:  
 'Drink this, all of you.  

This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
      it is poured out for you, and for all, 
 that sins may be forgiven. 
      Do this in remembrance of me.' 
 

      We now obey your Son's command. 
      We recall his blessed passion and death, 
      his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
      and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
      Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
      and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 



      Hear us, most merciful Father,  
 and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
      and upon this bread and this wine, 
 that they may be to us  

the body and blood of your redeeming love , 
      and that we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
      and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

      Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
      to live and work to your praise and glory; 
      may we grow together in unity and love until at last, 
 in your new creation, we enter into our heritage  
 in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets,  
 and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 
 

      Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory be to you, 
      Lord of all ages, world without end. 
 Amen. 
 
 

Breaking the Bread 
 

          The living bread is broken for the life of the world 
           Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

As Christ has taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 



Distribution of Communion 
 

Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing at this time. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Eternal Giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ  
has sent us into all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom.  
Confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we 
proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Blessing 

 

Christ our king make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 

 
 

Hymn CHRIST TRIUMPHANT, ever reigning, Saviour, Master, King, 
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, Hear us as we sing: 

 

Yours the glory and the crown, 
The high renown, the eternal name. 
 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, Son of Man on earth! 
Power and majesty concealing by your humble birth: 
 

Suffering Servant, scorned, ill-treated, victim crucified! 
Death is through the cross defeated, sinners justified: 
 

Priestly King, enthroned forever high in heaven above! 
Sin and death and hell shall never stifle hymns of love: 
 

So, our hearts and voices raising through the ages long, 
Ceaselessly upon You gazing, this shall be our song:  
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 In the name of Christ. 
 Amen 



Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites 
Christians around the world to pray for the church throughout the world to 
grow and be more like the people Jesus calls us to be.  To be people who 
seek to love, to show mercy and act justly in their daily lives.  In essence to 
live out the prayer thy kingdom come thy will be done!   

This year’s Thy Kingdom Come is all about the presence of God through His 
spirit.  From the story of Ruth to the story of Gideon, from the story of Elijah 
to the story of the early church who waited for the promised Holy Spirit to 
come we read about God who is with us and works through us to transform 
people and enable his Kingdom to Grow.   

To find out more and access resources to help you pray visit 

www.thykingdomcome.global 

C a r  B o o t  S a l e  
Saturday 6th June  

10am—2pm  St Mary’s Car Park 
 

Time to have a clear out 

and bring a boot full to our Boot Sale. 
 

Speak to  Social Committee members  

for more information or to book a place.   



Jam and Chutney  
A stock of wonderful tasty homemade Jam’s and 

Chutney is offered for sale at both churches for you to 

purchase for yourself or even to give away.  Choose 

your jars and place the money in the honesty box.  

Spread and enjoy…. 
 

 

 

 

 

With more of us shopping on-line did you know you could be raising funds for 

the church without it costing you a penny.  By using this QR Code you will be 

taken to Easyfundraising where you can set up an account then chose a charity 

like St Mary’s Dalkeith or St.Leonard’s Lasswade to support.  Each time you 

then shop on line you will be prompted to use “Easyfundraising.”   We then 

recieve a small percentage donation.  It doesn't sound like much but 

remember that pennies make pounds and pounds keep us afloat. 

 

Scan the QR-Code 

and sign up today 

 

 

 
 St Mary’s Dalkeith            St Leonard’s Lasswade 


