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26th April  2026 Fourth Sunday of Easter  



The Easter acclamation 
 

 We meet in the name of the risen Lord: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

 He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 
Hymn THE KING OF LOVE my Shepherd is, 

Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me, 
And on His shoulder gently laid, 
And home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever.  
  
 



Prayer of Confession 
 

Lord Jesus your death and resurrection  
release us from the curse of sin and death. 
So, hear us as we confess our sin,  
and once more seek your mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Lord we confess to you  
and to our fellow members in the body of Christ  
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do. 
We are truly sorry.   
Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil.  
For the sake of your Son who died for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 God, who is both power and love,  
forgive us and free us from our sins, 

 heals and strengthens us by his Spirit,   
 and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
Kyrie  Lord have mercy, Kyrie eleison, 

Christ have mercy, Christe eleison, 
Christ have mercy, Christe eleison. 
Lord have mercy, Kyrie eleison. 

 
Gloria Praise be to God, he's the giver of life, 

and peace to all people,  
peace to all people on earth; 
We praise you for your glory; 
Hallowed be your name. 
Light of the world, bearer of Truth; 
 

You alone are the Holy One; You alone are the Lord; 
Jesus Christ, Son of God. Holy Trinity, perfect in Unity, 
 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
To you be Glory for ever and ever;  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  Alleluia,! Amen! Amen! 
Alleluia, Alleluia,  Alleluia,! Amen! 



The Collect 
 

O God of peace, who brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep,  
by the blood of the eternal covenant,  
make us perfect in every good work to do your will,  
and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 
Reading from 1 Peter 2 v19-25 

 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust 
suffering because they are conscious of God.  But how is it to your 
credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  
 

But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable 
before God.  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.   
 

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’   
 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly.   
 

He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die 
to sins and live for righteousness; ‘by his wounds you have been 
healed.’  For ‘you were like sheep going astray,’ but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
Hymn AS WATER TO THE THIRSTY, as beauty to the eyes, 

as strength that follows weakness, as truth instead of lies; 
As songtime and springtime and summertime to be, 
So is my Lord, my living Lord, 
so is my Lord to me. 
 



Like calm in place of clamour, like peace that follows pain, 
Like meeting after parting, like sunshine after rain; 
Like moonlight and starlight and sunlight on the sea, 
So is my Lord, my living Lord, 
so is my Lord to me. 
 
As sleep that follows fever, as gold instead of grey, 
As freedom after bondage, as sunrise to the day; 
As home to the traveller and all he longs to see, 
So is my Lord, my living Lord, 
so is my Lord to me.  
  

The Gospel John 10 v1-10  
 

 Alleluia, hear the Good News of our risen Lord  
 Glory to Christ our Saviour, hallelujah 
 

‘Very truly I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.  The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out.  
 

When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 
his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  But they will never 
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do 
not recognise a stranger’s voice.’  Jesus used this figure of speech, but 
the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
 

Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep.  All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them.  I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved.  They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
 

 At end: give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel  
 Praise to Christ our Lord. 
 
Sermon 



Hymn O LET THE SON OF GOD ENFOLD YOU  
With His Spirit and His love,   
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  
O let Him have the things that hold you,  
And His Spirit like a dove   
Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

 
Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs.  
Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs. 
 

O come and sing this song with gladness  
As your hearts are filled with joy,  
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
O give Him all your tears and sadness,  
Give Him all your years of pain,  
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  
  

 
Intercessions 

 
The Peace 
 

 As the risen Lord appeared to his disciples and said, Peace be with you.   
May The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 and also with you. 
 

 Let us share his peace 

 
Hymn I WATCH THE SUNRISE lighting the sky 

Casting its shadows near 
And on this morning bright though it be 
I feel those shadows near me 
 

But you are always close to me 
Following all my ways 
May I be always close to you 
Following all your ways Lord 

 



I watch the sunlight shine through the clouds 
Warming the earth below 
And at the midday life seems to say 
I feel your brightness near me 
 
I watch the sunset, fading away 
Lighting the clouds and sea 
And as the evening, closes its eyes 
I feel your presence near me 

 
 

Offering  
 

 Let us present our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,  
the splendour, and the majesty;  
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  
All things come from you, and of your own we give you. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

      Worship and praise belong to you, Author of all being. 
      Your power sustains, your love restores, our broken world. 
      You are unceasingly at work from chaos bringing order 
      and filling emptiness with life. 
 

      Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope, 
      He lives in us that we may walk in light. 
      Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath is power 
      to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love. 
   



As children of your redeeming purpose,  
freed by him who burst from the tomb and opened the gate of life,  
we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels  
and the whole company of heaven, 
singing the hymn of your unending glory: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,  
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the Highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the Highest 

 

Praise and thanksgiving be to you,  
Lord of all, for by the Cross eternal  
life is ours and death is swallowed up in victory. 

 

      In the first light of Easter glory broke from the tomb 
      and changed the women's sorrow into joy. 
      From the Garden the mystery dawned  

that he whom they had loved and lost  
is with us now in every place for ever. 

 

      Making himself known in the breaking of the bread, 
      speaking peace to the fearful disciples, 
 

      welcoming weary fishers on the shore, 
      he renewed the promise of his presence,  

and of new birth in the Spirit 
 

      Before he was given up to suffering and death, 
      recalling the night of Israel’s release, 
      the night in which slaves walked free, 
      at supper with his disciples he broke the bread, 
      and gave it to them, saying: 'Take, eat. 
      This is my Body: it is broken for you.' 
 

 After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, 
      and gave it to them saying: 'Drink this, all of you. 
      This is my Blood of the new covenant; 
      it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. 
      Do this in remembrance of me.' 
 



      We now obey your Son's command. 
      We recall his blessed passion and death, 
      his glorious resurrection and ascension; 
      and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 
      Made one with him, we offer you these gifts 
      and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 
 

      Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 
      and upon this bread and this wine, 
      they may be to us the body and blood of your redeeming love , 
      and that we may be kindled with the fire of your love 
      and renewed for the service of your Kingdom. 
 

      Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
      to live and work to your praise and glory; 
      may we grow together in unity and love  

until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage  
 in the company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets,  
 and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed. 
 

      Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, 
      Lord of all ages, world without end. 
 Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 
 

          The living bread is broken for the life of the world 
           Lord, unite us in this sign. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

As Christ has taught us so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 



Communion Song (Agnus Dei) 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace. 

 

Distribution of Communion 
 

Everyone is invited to receive communion or a blessing at this time. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious 
 and his mercy endures for ever 
 

God of steadfast love, watch over the Church redeemed by the 
blood of your Son.  May we who share in these holy mysteries come 
safely to your eternal kingdom, where there is one flock and one 
shepherd.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;  
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  
 

Hymn THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul.  
  

And I will trust in You alone. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 



 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 
 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know.  

 
Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 In the name of Christ. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!   Amen! 




