
30th August 2026, St Mary ’s  
a celebration of Communion, adapted from the Iona Community 



S E A S O N S  O F  L I F E  
 
We begin at our altar table, where we will later break bread. 
The candles are lit as we offer the following responses 
  

We will light a light in the name of the Maker, 
Who lit the world and breathed the breath of life into us. 
We will light a light in the name of the Son, 
Who saved the world and stretched out his hand in love to us. 
We will light a light in the name of the Spirit, 
Who encompasses the world and blesses our souls with yearning. 
  
We will light three lights for the Trinity of love: 
God above us, God beside us, God beneath us: 
The Beginning, the End, the Everlasting One, 
The One God who journeys with us 
Through all the seasons of life. 
 Amen. 

 
Welcome and introduction 
 
SONG: MORNING HAS BROKEN 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 
born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s recreation of the new day! 

 



Confession and Gathering Prayer 
 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Assured of your great love for us,  
we confess that we have often wandered  
from the path we are called to follow. 
 
And so, we ask you to gather us in, the lost and the lonely, 
the broken and breaking, the tired and the aching, 
the young and the old, the stranger and the friend. 
Forgive us and heal us, strengthen and renew us 
For we are one family with Christ Jesus as our head. 

 
 
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 
A reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 
There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
 
a time to be born and a time to die,  
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal,  
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh,  
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,  
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up,  
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend,  
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate,  
a time for war and a time for peace. 
  



SONG: HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed! 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze     Chorus 
 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in – 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin!      Chorus 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!      Chorus 

 
Gospel reading: John 15:1-5 

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you.   
 

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  
 

If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.” 



Reflection in Groups 
 
Session 1:  Together we reflect on the seasons of Spring and Planting, 
of Summer and Growth, and on the season of Harvest. 
 

Poem  by David Hodges 
 

Faith is being in touch 
With the reality of truth, 
In naked hope and silent praise, 
Trembling in terror 
With holy dread and awe 
At the living flame of His glory and His holiness. 
 

Then finding him 
Like Elijah the prophet, 
After the fire, 
In the gentle wind, 
The slain Lamb, 
The Risen Christ,  
The Mighty God. 
 

The moment when the heart is pierced, 
When the truth about ourselves, 
And about God, 
Strikes us at the root, 
And makes life blossom. 

 
 

Session 2:  We reflect together of the seasons of Pruning and Autumn, 
and the season of Wilderness and Winter. 
 

Prayers and Sign of Peace  
 
Intercessions 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Peace of the Lord be with you  
Let us share his peace 



SONG: PRAISE TO THE LORD 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, 
for he is your health and salvation! 
Come, all who hear; 
brothers and sisters, draw near, 
praise him in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord, 
above all things so mightily reigning; 
keeping us safe at his side, 
and so gently sustaining. 
Have you not seen all you have needed has been 
met by his gracious ordaining? 
 

Praise to the Lord, 
who shall prosper our work and defend us; 
surely his goodness and mercy 
shall daily attend us. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
who with his love will befriend us. 
 

Praise to the Lord— 
O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, 
come now with praises before him! 
Let the ‘Amen!’ sound from his people again — 
gladly we praise and adore him! 
 

Invitation to table 
  

This is the table not of the church, but of the Lord. 
It is made ready for those who love him 
and for those who want to love him more. 
So come you who have much faith and you who have little 
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed 
Come, not because I invite you 
but because the Lord invites you to come to his table. 



 Eucharistic Prayer 
  

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise 
  

It is right to praise you, faithful God! 
You answer sin with grace and mercy; 
you guide our wayward steps toward our heavenly home. 
 

You offer healing for the broken, safety for the poor, 
belonging for the outcast, 
strength for the weak, and pardon for the sinner. 
 

You reveal your kindness in times of sorrow, 
your mercy even in death. 
All your people see your works; 
and join with the angels and saints in your praise 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
  

Blessed is the one who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Lord Jesus we remember your journey to the cross 
And the night on which you were betrayed 
While at supper with your friends 
You took bread and gave thanks 
You broke the bread and gave it to them saying 
 

“This is my body broken for you 
Do this in remembrance of me” 

 



Later at that same meal you took wine 
and having given thanks for the wine 
you passed it to your friends and said 
 

“This cup is the cup of the new covenant 
sealed with my blood, 
drink this in memory of me.” 
  

So now following your example Lord 
we take this bread and this wine,  
the ordinary things of the world 
through which God will bless us. 
 

As you gave thanks 
we too offer our prayer of thanksgiving. 
  

For this time and this place 
We thank you Lord 
For those who gather with us 
We thank you Lord 
For this bread and this wine 
We thank you Lord 
For your life and teaching 
We thank you Lord 
For your passion and crucifixion 
We thank you Lord 
For your death and glorious resurrection 
We thank you Lord 
  
Lord Jesus Christ by your Spirit,  
present with us now. 
rekindle in us the fire of your love 
and be on these gifts of bread and wine. 
That they may be your body and blood, 
healing, forgiving and making us whole. 
So that we may be your witnesses, 
your living body loving and serving you 
through loving and serving those around us. 

 



The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
  

Look, the Bread of Heaven is broken 
for the life of the world. 
And the wine of heaven is poured 
out for the healing of the nations. 
 The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

All are welcome to receive God’s gift of his bread and wine 
as they are brought round to your table. 

 
Closing response 

  

The bread 
We have eaten in memory of you 
 The wine 
We have drunk for the forgiveness of our sins 
The cross 
We shall carry until our journey’s end 
The pain 
We shall bear with you by our side 
The joy 
We shall share with those we journey with 
The Gospel 
We shall live to the glory of your name  
Your love 
We shall cherish and freely share to show that we are yours 
  

Blessing 
 

May the peace of the Lord go with you, 
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
And the blessing of God almighty. 
The Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Be upon you and those you love, Now and forever, 
Amen. 



SONG:  TURN, TURN, TURN 
 
To everything   (Turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season   (Turn, turn, turn) 
And a time to every purpose under heaven 
 
 

A time to be born, a time to die 
A time to plant, a time to reap 
A time to kill, a time to heal 
A time to laugh, a time to weep 

 
 

A time to build up, a time to break down 
A time to dance, a time to mourn 
A time to cast away stones 
A time to gather stones together 

 
 

A time of love, a time of hate 
A time of war, a time of peace 
A time you may embrace 
A time to refrain from embracing 

 
 

A time to gain, a time to lose 
A time to rend, a time to sew 
A time for love, a time for hate 
A time for peace, I swear it's not too late 

 
Dismissal 

  
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ 
Amen 
 
 
 

We warmly invite you to stay for a refill  
and a time of fellowship around the tables.  





For one off donations please use our QR codes.  

If you would like to set up a monthly donation to the 

churches please contact the Church Office and we will 

send details of how to do this.  Please note that from July 

a 2.5% charge will be incurred for us using the QR code 

so setting up a regular direct debt is a more cost effective 

way for your donation to work for the church.  Thank You 

MESSY CHURCH  -  we are looking forward to 
exploring and starting the Autumn term of our 
Messy Church Adventure. 
 

We are holding a planning meeting on 
Tuesday 1st September 

7.30pm at the Rectory.  
 

All who are interested in helping us launch the Autumn term are welcome as 
we reflect on the past years and look forward to what’s next.  

Wednesday Worship 10am 
An oasis in the middle of the week for prayer, song, 

reflection and communion with God and one another. 

Join us at St Leonard’s from 10am  


